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Torah Gospels 

5 Books 

ABBREVIATIONS USED FOR BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 
 

Old Testament (OT)      New Testament (NT) 

Book & Abbreviation  Category   Book & Abbreviation  Category 

Genesis  Gen  Early Accounts   Matthew Matt  Gospel of Jesus 

Exodus  Ex  Early Accounts   Mark  Mark  Gospel of Jesus  

Leviticus Lev  Early Accounts   Luke  Luke  Gospel of Jesus 

Numbers Num  Early Accounts   John  John  Gospel of Jesus 

Deuteronomy Deut  Early Accounts   Acts  Acts  Acts of Apostles 

Joshua  Josh  National History  Romans Rom  Epistle 

Judges  Judg  National History  1 Corinthians 1Cor  Epistle 

Ruth  Ruth  National History  2 Corinthians 2Cor  Epistle 

1 Samuel 1Sam  National History  Galatians Gal  Epistle 

2 Samuel 2Sam  National History  Ephesians Eph  Epistle 

1 Kings  1Kings  National History  Philippians Phil  Epistle 

2 Kings  2Kings  National History  Colossians Col  Epistle 

1 Chronicles 1Chron  National History  1Thessalonians 1Thes  Epistle 

2 Chronicles 2Chron  National History  2Thessalonians 2Thes  Epistle 

Ezra  Ezra  National History  1 Timothy 1Tim  Personal Letter 

Nehemiah Neh  National History  2 Timothy 2Tim  Personal Letter 

Esther  Est  National History  Titus  Titus  Personal Letter 

Job  Job  Wisdom Literature  Philemon Phlmn  Personal Letter 

Psalms  Ps  Wisdom Literature  Hebrews Heb  Epistle 

Proverbs Prov  Wisdom Literature  James  James  Epistle 

Ecclesiastes Ecc  Wisdom Literature  1 Peter  1Pet  Epistle 

S. of Solomon Sos  Wisdom Literature  2 Peter  2Pet  Epistle 

Isaiah  Isa  OT Prophet   1 John  1John  Epistle 

Jeremiah Jer  OT Prophet   2 John  2John  Epistle 

Lamentations Lam  OT Prophet   3 John  3John  Personal Letter 

Ezekiel  Ezek  OT Prophet   Jude  Jude  Epistle 

Daniel  Dan  OT Prophet   Revelation Rev  NT Prophet 

Hosea  Hosea  OT Prophet 

Joel  Joel  OT Prophet 

Amos  Amos  OT Prophet 

Obadiah Obad  OT Prophet 

Jonah  Jonah  OT Prophet 

Micah  Micah  OT Prophet 

Nahum  Nahum  OT Prophet 

Habakkuk Habak  OT Prophet 

Zephaniah Zeph  OT Prophet 

Haggai  Hag  OT Prophet 

Zechariah Zech  OT Prophet 

Malachi Mal  OT Prophet 
 

1. Early Accounts ï These are accounts up to the time of Moses, including the patriarchs and Jewish Law 

2. National History ï These are events from Joshua, the judges, the kings, the exile and the return to Judea 

3. Wisdom Literature ï These are works on the meaning of life, suffering, living well, love, songs & prayers 

4. OT Prophet ï These are the writings of the literary prophets of the Old Testament 

5. Gospel of Jesus ï These are accounts of the life, work and teachings of Jesus Christ 

6. Acts of Apostles ï This is the account of the Apostlesô work from Jesusô ascension to Paulôs imprisonment 

7. Epistle ï These are letters of counsel written to various groups of Christian disciples 

8. Personal Letter ï These are letters of counsel written to specific Christian leaders 

9. NT Prophet ï The revelation from God to Jesus Christ given through prophecy and symbolism 
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331    Johnôs 3
rd

 Letter  (Hospitality)   Gaius and Demetrius help the other disciples, unlike Diotrephes. 

Hyperlink ð Jehovah is Godõs Personal Name               

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08329a.htm

  

Christian Baptism (1Pet 3, Matt 28, Acts 16) 

Present yourself before God with a clear 

conscience through Jesus' resurrection 

Human Longevity (Gen 3, 5 & Ps 90) 

After Eden it stayed around 1000 years until 

Noahõs time and then gradually dropped to 

about 100 years by the time of Moses. 

EXPLANATION OF FEATURES (a) 
 

+ Names are underlined and in bold text the first time they appear in the Briefôs account and are sometimes 

followed by their meaning in parentheses like this: Abraham (father of many nations) 
 

+ Prophecies are in bold Italic red font like this: The Assyrians will be slain by a non-human sword, and 

fulfillments are in plain Italic red font like this: Assyria attacks Judah and an Angel kills 185,000 of them 
 

+ Messianic prophecies are in bold underlined Italic red font like this: Zionôs humble King will come on a 

donkey, and fulfillments in plain underlined Italic red font like this: Jesus enters Jerusalem on a donkey. 
 

+ Covenants are in underlined bold Italic purple like this: Judah covenants at the Temple to seek Jehovah. 
 

+ Important turning points and key concepts are in bold purple font (sometimes underlined for emphasis) 

like this: But then Israel starts sparing Canaanites to use as slaves. 
 

+ The kings of Judah are introduced in blue font like this: Uzziahôs son Jotham was made king of Judah at 

age 25 and ruled for 16 years. óHe lived well and found strength in steady obedience to Godô. 
 

+ The kings of Israel are introduced in green font like this: Omriôs son Ahab was made king of Israel and 

ruled for 22 years. óHe was more openly evil than anyone yet and introduced new idolsô. 
 

+ The growing conflict between Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders is in brown font like this: The 

Pharisees cast believers out of the Synagogues. 
 

+ Special New Testament periods such as Jesusô Great Galilean Ministry, the Passover day of the 

crucifixion and Paulôs three missionary journeys are also highlighted in blue and green text. 
 

+ Summaries of Bible chapters or books are highlighted in textured tan boxes with double outline like this:  

 
 

 
 

+ Hyperlinks to internet sites are given in Blue boxes like this: 
(updates are on latest pdf versions posted on http://2008biblebrief.com/) 

 

+ Important facts are summarized in Grey boxes like this: 
 

 

 

+ Key Bible teachings are highlighted in Gold boxes like this: 
 

 

 

+ Timelines span from 1050 BC to 100AD with an accuracy of only about +/- a decade or more. A personôs 

years as king, prophet, apostle, etc. are numbered on their time-bar. Some kings trained as co-rulers with 

their fathers before taking over, and the Bible may cite the year of their reign from either starting point. 

The thin-line boxes in the NT show the shorter periods covered within the timelines. 
 

+ Bible chapter source references are given at the end of each paragraph and on charts in the Old and New 

Testament divisions (II and III). 
 

+ North is in the up direction on all maps. 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08329a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08329a.htm
http://2008biblebrief.com/
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1 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The Istanbul Edition  

 

   The very promises of God in the Holy Bible all begin and end in the incredible land of Turkey. It was in the 

ancient Turkish city of Haran that God first told Abraham that He would make a great nation from his 

descendents in order to bless all of the peoples of the earth (Genesis 12), which promise is called the Good News 

(Gospel) in the New Testament at Galatians 3:8. It was also at the ancient southern Turkish city of Antioch, near 

Syria, that the disciples of Jesus were first called ñChristiansò (Acts 11). The Apostle Paulôs teaching for 2 years 

in the school of Tyrannus established a preeminent Christian community throughout ancient western Turkey (Acts 

19) and it was this community that Jesus Christ addressed in His last appearance in the New Testament after His 

resurrection (Revelation 2-3). It was also from the ancient Turkish city of Ephesus that the Apostle John wrote the 

final book of the Bible, the Gospel of John, while leading the disciples there, where other well known people in 

the Bible also lived including Timothy, Apollos, Aquila and Priscilla. Therefore it is a privilege to issue this 

edition while being back in Istanbul again to tour more of the amazing treasures that Turkey has to offer. 

 

   This edition of 2008 Bible Brief Narrative includes an outline on page 82 that is helpful for presentations, 

and the PowerPoint slides that it uses for projectors available free of charge at http://2008biblebrief.com/. 

The format of this edition expands on an original version with additional timelines, maps, charts, references and 

hyperlinks that make it more readable, and with features such as a section on the unique character of the Bible. 

 

   The aim of this book is to present the Bible account in a concise form that can be quickly grasped by average 

readers. To do this however, material is condensed to the point where often a single sentence may summarize an 

entire Bible story that has spiritual depths not even touched here. That is where the extensive Bible references 

at the end of each paragraph and on charts are important to get more than just the outline provided here. 

What is gained, however, is an overview and grasp of relationships easily missed. Events flow in chronological 

order with prophecies, covenants, key points and special time periods highlighted to assist in comprehension. 

 

   The books in the Bible are arranged by category in both the Old and New Testaments, as seen on page 3, so it 

can be challenging to recognize how they fit together when reading the Bible straight through. That is where this 

book may help to give you a better grasp of their historical and geographical context. 

 

   The 2008 Bible Brief Narrative uses the name Jehovah to render the personal name of God wherever it is found 

in the Bible, following the traditional English form. Some English language Bibles render this name as Yahweh, 

which transliterates it from Hebrew like rendering the name of Jesus as Yeshua, or they substitute LORD or GOD 

(in all caps as distinct from the titles of Lord or God), or use a combination of these forms. This divine name is 

translated as ñI am Who I amò and seems to emphasize that Jehovah is both self-existent and causing all else to 

exist in through creation, providence and prophesy. It perfectly expresses the nature of deity from a consistent 

philosophical, scientific and theological perspective as the needed First Cause of all things that have a beginning, 

although He does not need a cause since He has no beginning, and also as a covenant-keeping God.  

 

   We hope that this book and its hyperlinks will be helpful for personal study or when listening to audio versions 

of the Bible. The outline on page 82 suggests how to give 4-hour summary presentation covering only key points 

in Blue text, which are also identified by underlined italic bold Blue paragraph numbers and Text boxes in the 

Brief itself. A 13-week semester group study can first cover the section Appreciating the Unique Character of the 

Bible and the Hourglass Chart and then use the 12 remaining weeks to each start in the Old and New Testament 

sections at the bold black marker boxes with white numerals             to complete a review of the entire Bible.  

 

   Updates to the hyperlinks herein are periodically posted in the latest pdf versions along with new PowerPoint 

files for classroom projectors containing the charts and maps from the 2008 Bible Brief Narrative, and can be 

downloaded free of charge from the website at http://2008biblebrief.com/. We hope that the 2008 Bible Brief 

Narrative will be a blessing and welcome your comments at our biblebrief@sbcglobal.net email address. 

http://2008biblebrief.com/
http://2008biblebrief.com/
mailto:biblebrief@sbcglobal.net
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I. APPRECIATING THE UNIQUE CHARACTER OF THE BIBLE 

 

   The Bible answers the big questions indispensable to human dignity and value, and opens to us a relationship 

with God Himself that affects our eternal destiny. This has never been needed more than it is today with the 

heightening consequences of our rampantly growing technology amidst a prevalent sense of alienation and 

despair caused by a view of life as having no intelligent cause, no morality beyond self interest, no meaning for 

existence and no lasting hope. But can we believe the answers and promises that we find in the Bible? (b) 

 

   Since ancient times, the Bible has occupied a significant position in the history of the world and it continues to 

do so. It is so significant in fact that even some of its detractors acknowledge that all informed people should 

become familiar with it. The number of copies that have been and continue to be published and distributed is 

staggering, as also are the number of languages and dialects into which it has been translated. Some languages 

were even first put into written form just so the Bible could be made available to the native speakers. 

 

Extraordinary Claims  
 

   It has been said that extraordinary claims require extraordinary evidence, and the Bible certainly makes some 

very extraordinary claims. For example, it claims to be inspired by God and in its pages Jesus Christ claims to be 

the Son of God. No other leader of a world religion ever claimed to be the incarnate pre-existing Word of God in 

human flesh and proved that claim by fulfilling numerous prophecies that were made hundreds of years in 

advance, living a miraculous and sinless life, and predicting His own resurrection from the dead which was then 

fulfilled . So, let us take a look at some of the evidence. 

 

   The Bible is a library consisting of many books written through dozens of people, ranging from kings and 

scholars to farmhands and fishermen, and produced over a period of several hundred years. The earliest portion 

called the Old Testament was being preserved in the hands of the Jews when the New Testament was being 

written by the Christians, so there was no collusion in their development. Also, each of these groups came to 

recognize only a limited number of books as inspired. The ancient Jewish historian Josephus speaks of this in his 

work entitled Against Apion, Book 1, Chapter 8, which was apparently written around 90 AD as follows: 
 

   ñFor we (Jews) have not an innumerable multitude of books among us, disagreeing from and contradicting one another, as 

the Greeks have, but only 22 books, which contain all the records of the past times; which are justly believed to be divine; 

and of them five belong to Moses, which contain his laws and the traditions of the origin of mankind till his deathéthe 

prophets, who were after Moses, wrote down what was done in their times in thirteen books. The remaining four books 

contain hymns to God, and precepts for the conduct of human life.ò 
 

   These books correspond to the Old Testament in modern Bibles, as many of the smaller ones were formerly 

grouped together on common scrolls. The situation is similar for the books of the New Testament as found in the 

consensus of various ancient lists such as the Muratorian Fragment, which was apparently written about 170 AD. 

 

   We may be shocked by accounts in the Bible of the serious failings of even some of its most notable characters, 

not to mention the nation as a whole. However, this frankness, together with dates and references to actual people, 

places and events known from other sources in the ancient world are evidence of its true and accurate testimony. 

The Bible deals with the harsh reality of sinful human nature from which Jesus Christ alone can offer deliverance 

as our sinless Savior and King. If the Bible was altered, you would expect the kings and priests to tone down the 

humiliating details about themselves, but the books of the New Testament were written by contemporaries, and 

often eyewitnesses, whose different viewpoints are just what you naturally expect from authentic accounts. 

 

   The Bible writings address actual specific historical needs and we can sense changes in societal mores over the 

centuries in the values of the people involved, but must not view them through our own culture. For example, you 

see a difference between the shame-and-honor culture in tribal societies of the patriarchs and judges that focused 

on looking good, and the fear-and-power culture of empires during the kings and exiles that focused on feeling 

good, with the guilt -and-righteousness culture of the Kingdom of God under Christ that focuses on doing good. 
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Hyperlink ð Ancient New Testament Scrolls 

This website describes ancient manuscripts of 

the New Testament and shows photos of some 

of them from museum displays. 

http://biblefacts.org/history/old text.html#p52  

Hyperlinks ð The Dead Sea Scrolls 

These websites describe ancient 

manuscripts of the Old Testament found in 

the Dead Sea collection and show photos of 

some of them from museum displays. 

http://virtualreligion.net/iho/dss.htm l 

This second link provides detailed photos 

and translations of the Isaiah scroll. 

http://www.ao.net/~fmoeller/qumdir.htm  

 

   The Bible is also the most thoroughly preserved work of the ancient world, with over 5,000 Greek manuscripts 

alone of the New Testament, and many more in other ancient languages. There are portions of the New Testament 

that date back to within decades of the originals, entire books dating 

back to within about a century, and copies of entire New Testaments 

dating back to within about two centuries from the original writings. 

Modern New Testaments are considered to be 99% accurate. (d) 

 

   By comparison, there is only a combined total of over 2,000 

manuscripts of the 9
th
 century BC Iliad and Odyssey of Homer; the 13

th
 century BC Hindu Mahabharata is 

considered to be 90% accurate; and over 200 copies exist of the 4
th
 century BC writer Demosthenes dating from 

the 12
th
 century AD. Of the 5

th
 century BC writings of Plato, Thucydides and Herodotus each have 8 or fewer 

manuscripts from the 10
th
 century AD. Likewise, from New Testament times we have Caesarôs Gallic Wars, 

Livyôs History of Rome, The Annals of Tacitus and Plinyôs Natural History, with 20 or fewer manuscripts each 

and a time gap of roughly 500 to 1,000 years from the time of their original writing. 

 

 Authentication of Prophecy 
 

   Remarkably, about a quarter of the Bible deals with prophesies and 

fulfillment, ranging from symbolic writings to simple predictions. Some 

predictions might have been anticipated by shrewd observers, but many 

were highly improbable and have come true. Some others still remain to 

be fulfilled with signs sometimes given to signal their approach. (e) 

 

   The Dead Sea scrolls, discovered from 1947 to 1956, have over 900 documents written between 150 BC and 70 

AD, of which 40% are copies of the Old Testament. Among other sources, such as the Greek Septuagint version 

of the Old Testament that was translated around 200 BC and is quoted in the New Testament, they show that the 

prophecies about Jesus Christ were written long before their fulfillment. They include 39 copies of Psalms and 22 

copies of Isaiah, in whole or in part, which were applied by Jesus own disciples to His crucifixion as follows: 
 

   Psalm 22: ñMy God, my God, why have you forsaken me? éAll who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their 

heads. óHe trusts in Jehovah,ô they say, ólet Jehovah rescue Him. Let Him deliver Him, since He delights in Him.ôéI am 

poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to wax; it has melted within me. My mouth is 

dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death. Dogs surround 

me, a pack of villains encircles me; they pierce my hands and my feet. All my bones are on display; people stare and gloat 

over me. They divide my clothes among them and cast lots for my garmentéPosterity will serve Him; future generations 

will be told about the Lord. They will p roclaim His righteousness, declaring to a people yet unborn: He has done it!ò 
 

   Isaiah 53: ñHe was despised and rejected by others, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom 

people hide their faces He was despised, and we held Him in low esteem. Surely He took our pain and bore our suffering, 

yet we considered Him punished by God, stricken by Him, and afflicted. But He was pierced for our transgressions, He 

was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on Him, and by His wounds we are healedé 

He was oppressed and afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth éHe was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the 

rich  in His death, though He had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth. Yet it was Jehovahôs will to crush Him 

and cause Him to suffer, and though Jehovah makes His life an offering for sin, He will see His offspring and prolong 

His days, and the will of Jehovah will prosper in His hand.ò 
 

   Matthew 27: ñThen they led Him (Jesus) away to crucify HiméThose who passed by hurled insults at HiméIn the 

same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked HiméHe trusts in God. Let God save Him now 

if He wants HiméAbout three in the afternoon Jesus cried outéMy God, my God, why have you forsaken me?ôò 
 

   Mark 14-15: ñThe high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, óAre you not going to answer? What is this testimony 

that these men are bringing against you? But Jesus remained silent and gave no answeré They all condemned Him as 

worthy of death. Then some began to spit at Himéstruck Him with their fists, and said, óProphesy!ô And the guards took 

Him and beat Himé And they crucified Him . Dividing up His clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get.ò 

http://biblefacts.org/history/oldtext.html#p52
http://virtualreligion.net/iho/dss.html
http://www.ao.net/~fmoeller/qumdir.htm
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   John 19-20: ñJesus said, óI am thirsty.ôéWhen He had received the drink, Jesus said, óIt is finished.ôéin the garden 

(was) a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laidéthey laid Jesus thereéThomas said, óUnless I see the marks of 

the nails in His hands, I will not believeéJesus appeared and saidésee my handséóStop doubting and believe.ôò 
 

   Some messianic prophecies address issues from the time of their writing but then come together with others to 

form a remarkably detailed picture of the life of Jesus Christ, almost like the precisely shaped colored pieces that 

make up a stained glass window. Matthew 2:3-8 says the ancient Jewish chief priests and teachers expected the 

Messiah to fulfill Micah 5:2-4, and that a man was also expected to fulfill  Isaiah 53:7-8 as Acts 8:26-39 tells us. 

 

   The Bible says that we are in a conflict against evil spiritual forces but angels minister to our needs, so we find 

some prophecies of distant events are written like strategic war correspondence. The Dead Sea scrolls include 8 

copies of the book of Daniel, which has this prophecy in chapter 9 verses 25-27 delivered by the Angel Gabriel: 
 

   ñKnow and understand this: From the time the word goes out to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, 

the ruler, comes, there will be seven ósevens,ô and sixty-two ósevens.ô It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in 

times of trouble. After the sixty-two ósevens,ô the Anointed One will be put to death and will have nothing. The people of 

the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will continue until 

the end, and desolations have been decreed. He will confirm a covenant with many for one óseven.ô In the middle of the 

ósevenô he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the Temple he will set up an abomination that causes 

desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.ò 
 

   This prophecy makes several predictions about the ñAnointed One,ò which is what the terms Christ and Messiah 

mean, as well as about Jerusalem and the Temple. First it mentions periods of ñsevensò until Christ is put to death. 

Around 200 AD, the Christian historian Julius Africanus discussed the ancient awareness of the timing of Christôs 

crucifixion from this prophecy as seen in the hyperlink under The Events Surrounding the Trial and Crucifixion of 

Jesus Christ. This may be why the Persian Magi sought the birthplace of Jesus, since this prophecy was originally 

made in nearby Babylon. Second, Jesus Christ Himself mentioned and expanded on it as a warning sign to flee 

Jerusalem before it was destroyed by the Romans, which wasnôt even fulfilled until long after His death: 

 
   Matthew 24:15-16 and Luke 21:20-22 are Christôs words on fleeing Jerusalem: ñSo when you see standing in the holy 

place óthe abomination that causes desolation.ô spoken of through the prophet Daniel ï let the reader understand ï then 

let those who are in Judea flee to the mountainséWhen you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know 

that its destruction is near. Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in 

the country not enter the city. For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written.ò 

 

   The hyperlink in The Later Acts of the Apostles up to the Martyrdom of Peter and Paul gives an account from 

the ancient Jewish historian Josephus about Roman General Cestius Gallus successfully besieging Jerusalem and 

attacking the Temple, but then unexpectedly withdrawing at his own harm. This was the very sign that Jesus told 

His disciples to look for as a warning to flee Jerusalem before it would be destroyed, and history shows that the 

Christians did flee to the city of Pella, which saved their lives when General Titus finished the job 4 years later. 

 

   Another example is from the book of Ezekiel, of which 6 copies are among the Dead Sea scrolls. It contains this 

prediction from the 6
th
 century BC in chapter 26 verses 3-6: 

 
   ñTherefore this is what the Sovereign Jehovah says: I am against you, Tyre, and I will bring many nations against you, 

like the sea casting up its waves. They will destroy the walls of Tyre and pull down her towers; I will scrape away her 

rubble and make her a bare rock. Out in the sea she will become a place to spread fishnets, for I have spoken, declares the 

Sovereign Jehovah. She will become plunder for the nations, and her settlements on the mainland will be ravaged by the 

sword. Then they will know that I am Jehovah.ò 

 

   Two centuries after the Babylonians attacked the mainland part of Tyre, the army of Alexander the Great 

completed the conquest in 332 BC by throwing its rubble into the sea to create a causeway on which to march 

across and conquer the island portion of the city. Over the centuries the causeway gradually filled in with 

sediment and is now almost a half mile wide, and the permanent beach that has formed now supports a fishing 

community. The Bible said nothing like this about neighboring Sidon, which is now Lebanonôs third-largest city. 
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Archaeology and Ancient Sources 
 

   Since the Bible account is built around actual historic people, places and events, it is constantly being checked 

for verification by modern archaeology, which began serious systematic study in the 19
th
 century, and so there are 

always issues and unresolved questions. One case involved the ancient Assyrian King Sargon II who is mentioned 

in the Bible but was forgotten by history. Criticism ended however, when his massive palace of Dur-Sharrukin 

was unearthed in 1843 amidst the ruins of the ancient city of Nineveh, and its impressive sculptures are now 

displayed in museums. He was a great king, just as the Bible tells us, who ruled from 722 to 705 BC. 
 

   Another case involves the ancient nation of the Hittites, who are mentioned frequently in the Bible. They 

disappeared as well, and their power and influence as described in the biblical accounts genuinely troubled 

archaeologists who found it hard to believe that such a great people could simply vanish from history. But in 1906 

their ancient capital was unearthed at Bogazkoy, Turkey with a royal archive containing 10,000 cuneiform tablets 

describing their once vast and glorious empire. 
 

   Differences are to be expected from time to time since archaeology is an unfettered search for truth, and when it 

reverses itself to confirm the Bible, as often happens, it is a genuine affirmation of the Bibleôs integrity. Verifiable 

documentation of person, place and time is considered important in legal evidence and the Bible has earned the 

genuine respect of archaeologists who have made incredible discoveries that help us better understand, appreciate 

and validate the Bible. 
 

   Hyperlinks to interesting archaeological discoveries even bear upon some incredible fulfillments of prophecy. 

One involves the defeat of Babylon in 539 BC, which is a pivotal date archaeologists use to understand history. 

Ancient nations did not use a common dating system but instead referred to the year in the reign of their king 

when referring to events, so archaeology has to coordinate the reigns of the kings in each nation. When a startling 

event like this occurs, which is mentioned in many nations, it becomes a key to help synchronize their reigns. 
 

   The hyperlink in The Exile of Judah by Babylon to the ancient Greek historian Herodotus tells of the surprising 

and sudden fall of Babylon to King Cyrus as prophesied two centuries earlier in chapters 45-49 of Isaiah. The 

well prepared Babylonians did not take the siege of their city seriously until Cyrus diverted their river and his 

troops poured in so quickly that the conquest spread faster than the alarm, as described in Daniel chapter 5. 
 

   The tone of biblical accounts is also notably different than the grandiose monuments that ancient kings erected 

to their own glory. The hyperlink in The Surviving Kingdom of Judah and the Exile of Israel by Assyria to King 

Sennacheribôs own account of his campaign against Israel, in which an angel struck down his army, illustrates this 

point. The ancient Greek historian Herodotus and others wrestled with explaining this mysterious Assyrian defeat 

that puzzled the ancient world. 
 

   Another important source of information about the ancient world is its own literature. The hyperlinks to ancient 

sources who comment on things found in the Bible include writers whose testimony is indifferent or even hostile 

to Christianity, although there are also many other ancient Christian writers who are not cited here, some of whom 

even knew or were mentored by some of the Apostles personally, which strongly support the Bible (e.g. Clement, 

Polycarp, Papias, Ignatius, etc.). The non-Christian sources must be taken seriously for different reasons however, 

although they often portray Christianity in a poor and unfair light, because in those points where they do confirm 

the Bible accounts their comments are offered without any predisposition to help the cause of Christ whatsoever. 
 

   For example, although the hyperlink in The Great Galilean Ministry of Jesus Christ to the ancient Babylonian 

Talmud of the Jews from the Tannaitic period asserts that Jesus was not a good person, it inadvertently confirms 

the New Testament account that He was executed around Passover and accuses Him of practicing sorcery. Now 

that is remarkable since Christôs opponents would have simply denied that He performed miracles if  they could. 

But to accuse Him of sorcery actually supports what the New Testament says about Jesusô miracles being so 

widely known that even His opponents could not deny them and so ascribed them to evil powers. More hyperlinks 

to ancient writers like this are given and they come from many different nations. The truth is that Jesus Christ is 

one of the few persons of ancient history concerning whom we have a significant amount of quality data. 
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   Christianity has unique miracle claims that are actually confirmed by sufficient testimony and evidence to 

warrant their being accepted. No event in the ancient world has more eyewitness verification than the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ, and both the Old Testament and He Himself predicted it! The New Testament even cites teachings 

on this that go back to the time of the crucifixion, and are highlighted to emphasize their early application. The 

life of Jesus Christ is actually one of the most often mentioned and substantiated lives of the ancient world.(g) 

 

   Even long after the ancient world passed away, references were made to the Bible in the Koran, which was 

compiled during the Middle Ages in the 7
th
 century AD under the third Caliph of the Rashidun Empire, Uthman 

ibn Affan. It mentions the Torah, Psalms and Gospels, and tells Muslims to consult with those who are familiar 

with Bible scriptures (10:94) and confirm what the Bible says (3:78). It calls Jesus a sign unto men and mercy 

from God (19:21), says angels announced His birth and Mary was chosen for a special purpose, that His miracles 

reveal His power (3:42-55) and even calls Him holy, Messiah, prophet and a word from God. 
 

The Good News 
 

   The Good News of the Bible is that God redeems us from sin and death, and restores His relationship with us. 

This is not just a matter of making us a better person, but is Godôs miraculous work of transforming us from 

spiritual death to new life in Christ. The greatest question of our time is said to be whether men can live without 

God. The Good News is that we donôt have to trust in human nature with its sordid record throughout history. (g) 
 

   In the Old Testament Jehovah made the patriarch Abraham His friend and promised that He would bless all of 

the nations of the earth through his descendants. In the New Testament Galatians 3:8 calls this promise the 

Good News to mankind, or the Gospel. Then Abrahamôs descendant Mary was chosen to bear Jesus, the holy Son 

of God, who would be a Light unto the nations and the glory of Israel. Jesus did this by living a sinless life, 

dying a sacrificial death and rising from the grave. This is the most transformational event in history, to know that 

life does not end at the grave, but for all who believe in Him He gives eternal life. Christianity has a God who 

knows the way out of the grave. Christôs opponents only needed to do one thing to have crushed this belief. They 

simply needed to produce the body of Jesus, but they couldnôt. Even the Apostle Paul conceded that without the 

resurrection Christians would be of all men the most to be pitied (1Cor 15), but instead he confidently tells us (g): 
 

   Ephesians 1: ñPraise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with 

every spiritual blessing in Christ. For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in His 

sight. In love He predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with His pleasure and will ï to 

the praise of His glorious grace, which He has freely given us in the One He loves. In Him we have redemption through 

His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of Godôs grace that He lavished on us. With all wisdom 

and understanding, He made known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in 

Christ, to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment ï to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth in 

Christ . In Him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of Him who works out everything in 

conformity with His will, in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory. 

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the Gospel of your salvation. When you believed 

you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 

redemption of those who are Godôs possession ï to the praise of His glory.ò 
 

   Colossians 1: ñFor He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the Kingdom of the Son He 

loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 

all creation. For in Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in 

Him all things hold together. And He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning and the firstborn from among 

the dead, so that in everything He might have preeminence. For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him, 

and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 

through His blood, shed on the cross. Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your 

evil behavior. But now He has reconciled you by Christôs physical body through death to present you holy in His sight, 

without blemish and free from accusation ï if you continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not move from the 

hope held out in the Gospel. This is the Gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven.ò 
 

Jesus says in John 7:17: ñAnyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my teaching comes from Godò 
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Hyperlink ð Jehovah is Godõs Personal Name 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08329a.htm

  

Hyperlink - Elohim (Theos) is the Title of God 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05393a.htm  

7 "Days" Transform the Earth (Gen 1, 2) 

1. Light Appears on the Earth   

2. Atmospheric Adjustments are Made 

3. Land Appears and Plants are Formed 

4. Celestial Bodies Appear Distinctly in Sky 

5. Sea Life and Birds are Formed   

6. Animals and Mankind are Formed 

7. God Rests and makes the 7th Day Holy 

1 

 

 

II. THE OLD TESTAMENT 

 

The Beginning 
 

1    The Bible reveals that God is the personal cause of the heavens and earth, speaking things into existence. 

Creation was made for and through, and is sustained by God's Word, that became flesh in Jesus Christ. 
Poetically speaking, the morning stars sang together and the angels rejoiced when earth was founded. God's Spirit 

then transformed the earth with light, land, environment and life in a 

"day" of 7 ñdaysò 

and it was good. 

Adam was then 

created in God's image as a living soul and his wife Eve was made 

to be his companion. God planted a garden in Eden for mankind and 

spoke with them regularly in close relationship. Gen 1-2, John 1, Col 1, Job 38 

 

2    In Eden there was a Tree-of-Life  for longevity and a forbidden Tree-of-Knowledge-of-Good-and-Evil . The 

serpent Satan (Adversary) deceived Eve to eat from the forbidden tree and Adam disobediently joined her. 

God then promised to raise up the woman's ñSeedò who would 

be bruised by the serpent but then will  crush the serpent's head. 
God also cursed the ground, clothed mankind and then stationed 

cherubs to block access to the Tree-of-Life . Gen 3, 1Tim 2,  Rev 12, 20 

  

3    Adam's son Cain jealously murdered his righteous brother Abel, so then Seth was born in place of Abel. Men 

began to call on the name of Jehovah (I am Who I am) during the life of Seth's son Enosh. ñI  am Who I amò 

seems to emphasize that Jehovah is both self-existent and causing everything else to exist through creation, 

providence and prophesy. Man had great longevity and presumably procreated without todayôs dangers of an 

accumulated genetic burden. Cain started a city and his descendants developed iron , bronze, music and animal 

husbandry. Then violence filled the earth and it was overrun by mighty giants who came from the union of 

women with ñsons-of-God.ò Sethôs descendant Enoch 

prophesied of judgment from God coming upon the ungodly 

and then God took him. Jehovah's heart was grieved and He 

regretted having made man, who now had to be destroyed by a 

flood. Gen 4-6, Isa 43, Jude 

 

4    Jehovah had Noah build an ark in which to survive with his 

family and the animals He brought to him. All of the underground springs erupted and rain fell for 40 days 

killing the ungodly after which the flood took a year to subside. God made the Rainbow Covenant to protect the 

earth from this particular consequence ever happening again and permitted man to use bled-animals for food 

and removed the curse from the ground. God then prohibited 

murder by valuing man's life as made in His image. Gen 6-9 

 

5     Noah cursed the descendants of his son Hamôs son Canaan to 

be subjugated by the descendants of Noahôs other sons Shem and 

Japheth. Mankind's longevity began to dwindle. Then Hamôs 

descendant Nimrod  started to rule over them in Mesopotamia. But 

God obstructed this Mesopotamian rule and scattered 

mankind by confusing their languages at the Tower of Babel. 

Shem's descendants were Eber, who was the originator of the 

Hebrews, Aram  and Peleg, in whose day the earth was divided. 

Then Eberôs descendant Abram  and his family migrated from Ur 

across Mesopotamia and settled at Haran. Gen 10-11, Ezek 16 

Noah's Ark (Gen 6) 

A 3-story wooden box covered with pitch that 

was 450' x 75' x 45'h with rooms, an opening 

at roof level & a door in the side that God shut 

Human Longevity (Gen 3, 5 & Ps 90) 

After Eden it stayed around 1000 years until 

Noahõs time and then gradually dropped to 

about 100 years by the time of Moses. 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08329a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08329a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05393a.htm
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The Patriarchs 
 

6    Jehovah calls Abram to Canaan to make a great nation out of him to bless all of the peoples of the earth. 

Abram has non-heir sons such as Midian  and a potential heir in Eleazar of Damascus. Jehovah promises the 

land of Canaan to Abram's offspring at Shechem and then Abram moves near Bethel where he calls on 

Jehovah's name. Famine in Canaan then forces him to move temporarily to Egypt where Pharaoh tries to take 

Sarai (making Abram rich), but God gives Pharaoh a disease and reveals that she is Abram's wife, thus forcing 

Pharaoh to release her and to make Abram leave. Gen 12, 15 & 25, Ex 1, Josh 18, Ezek 16 

 

7    Abram returns with a great company to Bethel to call on Jehovah 

again, but his nephew Lot  leaves him to move near Sodom. Jehovah 

promises Abram many offspring that are to always possess Canaan. Then 

God declares Abram righteous for believing Him and calls him His friend. 

Abram then settles near Hebron and makes the families of Mamre the 

Amorite his allies. Elam raids Canaan taking Lot and Sodom's people 

captive, but Abram and his allies rescue them. King-Priest Melchizedek 

of Salem blesses Abram and is given a tithe of the rescued plunder. 

Jehovah promises Abram protection, reward and an heir from his own 

body. Abram makes a covenant of split animals with Jehovah who passes 

through them in a dream and then God promises to give Abramôs descendants the Amorite's land up to the 

Euphrates River after they spend 400 years in alien residence. Gen 13- 15 & 21, Ex 1, 12, 2Chron 20, Ps 110, Isa 41, James 2 

 

8    Sarai gives her maid Hagar to 85 year old Abram to have a son for 

her but then pushes Hagar to run away to Beer Lahai Roi. But Jehovah's 

Angel has Hagar return and name her son Ishmael (God has heard) and 

says that he will grow up to be a fighter. God renames Abram at the 

Circumcision Covenant to be Abraham (father of many nations) and 

Sarai is renamed Sarah, and then God promises that she will have a son 

named Isaac (laughter), and that Ishmael will become a great nation 

too. Gen 16, 17, 21 & 25 

 

9    Later Abraham is visited near Hebron by three men who promise 

that Sarah will give him a son next year, and then two of them leave for 

Sodom. Abraham pleads with God, as a just Judge, to spare the lives of 

righteous Lot and his family, so the two angels rescue Lot from wicked 

Sodom's destruction. Then Lot fathers the nations of Moab and Ammon 

through his two daughters. Abraham moves to Gerar and God protects 

Sarah there from King Abimelech just as He did from Pharaoh. Sarah 

has Isaac there who becomes Abrahamôs sole heir. Gen 18-21, 1Pet 2-3 

 

10    Sarah then sends Hagar and Ishmael away, but God assures 

Abraham again that his son Ishmael will also grow to be a great 

nation. Hagar and Ishmael are saved from thirst by God's Angel at 

Beersheba who again promises to make a great nation of him, so they 

live in the desert of Paran and Hagar gets a wife for Ishmael from Egypt. 
Gen 21 & 25 

 

11    Abraham lives a long time in Philistine country and makes a water 

treaty with Gerar at Beersheba. Then God has Abraham go to Mount 

Moriah near Salem to offer up Isaac, believing that God can resurrect him. But Jehovah's Angel provides a ram 

to offer up instead at the site so it is called Jehovah-Jireh (Jehovah provides). Jehovahôs Angel swears again to 

bless all of the nations of the earth thru Abraham for his obedience. Gen 21 & 22, Rom 5, Heb 11 
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12    Abraham moves to Beersheba, but Sarah dies and is buried in Machpelah cave by Hebron. Abraham sends 

his servant to seek a wife for Isaac from his relatives in Haran of Aram Naharaim and God provides Rebekah, 

who with her nurse meet her 40 year old cousin Isaac near Beer Lahai Roi where she becomes his wife. Abraham 

then makes Keturah, the mother of Midian, his wife but Isaac remains Abrahamôs sole heir. So Abraham sends 

the concubines' sons away to the east with gifts and leaves his inheritance to be for Isaac alone. Gen 23-25 

 

13    Isaac prays 20 years for barren Rebekah who finally has twins 

named Esau, the firstborn, and Jacob. Jehovah declares before their 

birth that Esau's descendants will serve Jacob's. Abraham dies at age 

175 and is buried at Machpelah by Hebron, and so God now blesses 

Isaac. Ishmael fathers the 12 princes of the Arab tribes living east of 

Egypt who grow to have hostile relations with their other Abrahamic 

relatives, and then Ishmael dies at the age of 137. Gen 25, Rom 9 
 

14    Grown Esau despises his birthright and sells it to Jacob out of 

desperation for food. Famine grips Canaan and yet Jehovah tells Isaac 

not to go to Egypt but to stay at Gerar. Jehovah blesses Isaac vowing 

to give his descendants this land and that they will bless all of the 

nations of the earth. Isaac gets powerful crop wealth and moves to 

Beersheba where Gerar seeks a treaty with him. Rebekah has Jacob go to take Esau's blessing from Isaac in order 

to rule over Esau's offspring. Angry Esau plots to kill Jacob, so Isaac sends Jacob away to Haran to get a cousin 

for a wife. At Bethel God grants Jacobôs descendants Canaan land and foretells that they will bless all of the 

peoples of the earth, so Jacob vows to tithe to God. Gen 25-28, Rom 5 
 

15    Jacob is tricked into working for 14 years for his uncle Laban at 

Haran to get Leah and Rachel as wives. Leah has Reuben, Simeon, 

Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun and Dinah, her maid Zilpah  has 

Gad and Asher, Rachel's maid Bilhah has Dan and Naphtali and 

beloved Rachel has Joseph. Jacob works 6 more years for his own 

wealth and is blessed but then Laban's 

family gets envious, so God's Angel 

gives Jacob the God-of-Bethel's 

blessing and has him leave for home 

at once. Laban pursues Jacob to 

Mahanaim but makes peace with him, 

and then angels meet with Jacob. Gen 29-

31 
 

16    Esau and 400 men go out to meet Jacob, who prepares for the 

worst and prays for protection. God wrestles with Jacob at night and 

renames him Israel (God wrestler) at Penuel. Esau makes peace with 

him and Israel moves to Shechem and buys land, but Simeon and Levi 

slaughter the men of Shechem, taking their families and plunder for 

the shame of Dinahôs rape. God sends Israel to Bethel where he buries 

their idols, so that God frightens off their enemies to protect them. There God promises Israel many descendants 

and Canaan land again. Gen 32-35, 49, Ex 1, Josh 18 
 

17    Rachel dies in sorrow and is buried near Bethlehem while giving birth to Benjamin. Then Reuben sleeps 

with her maid, Israel's concubine Bilhah. Israel returns to Hebron and Isaac dies at age 180, so Israel and Esau 

bury him at Machpelah by Hebron. Esau separates from Israel to found the nation of Edom in the hills of Seir and 

Amalek is his grandson. Joseph, the favorite son, has dreams of family honor but is sold by his jealous brothers 

to Ishmaelite traders at Dothan. Tamar, who was shamed by Judah and remained unwed, is spared from being 

burned by Judah for the shame of an illicit pregnancy and even becomes a model in Israel for family blessings. Gen 

35-38, Ruth 4, Matt 2, Jer 31 

Jacob/Israel's 12 Sons (Gen 49) 

1. Reuben 7. Gad   

2. Simeon 8. Asher   

3. Levi  9. Dan 

4. Judah  10. Naphtali 

5. Issachar 11. Joseph 

6. Zebulun 12. Benjamin 
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About 1900 BC 

19    The Book of Job tells of events possibly occurring after the death of Joseph but before the life of Moses, when 

there was ñno one on earth like Godôs servant Job.ò The place names of Uz and Teman seem to be located around Esauôs 

descendants in the land of Edom.1-2 Jehovah allows Satan to prove Job's integrity before men and angels.2 During his 

affliction Jobôs friends and wife turn against him and insist that good people are always blessed, so Job must be guilty of 

some wrong-doing, and furthermore, by insisting on his own innocence they say he is accusing God of being unjust.3-37  
However, God intervenes by showing that we cannot understand life by only what we can comprehensively know 

and He defends and blesses Job while exposing the shallowness of the arguments of his accusers.38-41  Job's account 

demonstrates the mystery of suffering that may be used by God to serve far larger purposes, and the injustice of 

blaming victims as Job's friends did, which are all important perspectives in Bible history.42 

About 1450 BC 
The Israelites had 

lived in Egypt for 

430 years - Ex 12 

The 10 Plagues on Egypt (Ex 7-11) 

1. Water turned into blood 6. Boils on Egyptians 

2. Frogs everywhere 7. Killing hail on Egyptians 

3. Gnats everywhere 8. Locusts eat Egyptian crops 

4. Flies on Egyptians only 9. Darkness on Egypt three days 

5. Murrain on Egypt's cattle  10. Egypt's firstborn killed 

Consecrated Firstborn (Ex 13 & 34, Num 3) 

The firstborn belonged to Jehovah and had to 

be redeemed or else killed if it was an animal. 

God took the tribe of Levi as Israel's firstborn 

The Passover Celebration (Ex 12-13) 

On the night of Moses' 10th plague on Egypt 

the Israelites were told to kill a lamb and eat it 

roasted with bitter herbs and unleavened 

bread, then to put its blood on the door frames 

of their houses to prevent Jehovah from killing 

their own firstborn inside. 

This pictured the sacrifice of Jesus 

for our sins and is embodied in the 

Lord's Supper. 
The use of wine in the Passover celebration 

seems to date from the time of the Jewish 

exile in Babylon and Persia. 

2 

 

 

18    Joseph is sold into slavery in Egypt but becomes a chief official thru the interpreting 

of dreams. Joseph prepares Egypt for famine and saves his family who then settle there in 

alien residence. Joseph's dreams are fulfilled despite the evil intent of others as God used 

him in Egypt to save life. God promises to make a great nation of Israel in Egypt and to return them to Canaan. 

Israel makes Joseph's two sons his own but blesses Ephraim  over Manasseh the firstborn. Israel curses Reuben, 

Simeon and Levi, but blesses Joseph, Judah (Shiloh) and his other sons. Israel dies at age 147 and is buried at 

Machpelah by Hebron. When Joseph dies later he is embalmed for burial in Canaan at their return. Gen 37-50, Ex 1-12, Josh 18 

 

The Exodus 
 

20   Centuries later, Moses of the tribe of Levi 

is spared when Egypt kills Israel's baby boys to 

control their population growth. Moses ends up 

being raised in Pharaoh's house but later kills an 

Egyptian who is beating a Hebrew and must flee 

at age 40. Moses marries and has a son by the 

daughter of Jethro, the priest of Midian, and stays there till age 80. At a 

fiery bush on Mt Sinai (Horeb) God proclaims His name "I am Who I 

am"  and 

sends Moses 

and his 

brother Aaron 

back to Egypt 

to deliver 

Israel from 

slavery. Jehovah frees Israel from Egypt with plunder after bringing 10 plagues and drowning the Egyptian army. 

God initiates the Passover celebration and consecrates Israelôs firstborn as a memorial. Ex 1-15, Isa 43, Gal 4,  Luke 22 

 

21    Moses leads 

Israel thru the 

wilderness where 

God provides them 

manna for food and 

water from rock. Amalek attacks Israel but Hoshea leads the defense 

as God gives Israel victory thru Moses' raised arms. Jehovah says 

that He will wipe Amalek off of the earth with ongoing war for 

generations to come. Moses' father-in-law, Jethro, helps set up 

Israel's judicial system and then returns to Midian. At Mt Sinai 

Jehovah offers to make Israel into a ñKingdom of priests" if 

they are obedient. Ex 16-19, 1Sam 15, Ps 90, Heb 13 
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The 10 Commandments (Ex 20) 

1. Have no other gods  6. No murder   

2. Make no idols   7. No adultery   

3. Don't misuse Jehovah's name 8. No theft   

4. Keep the Sabbath  9. No false witness   

5. Honor your parents  10. No envy 

Tabernacle Furnishings (Ex 37-38) 

Altar of Sacrifice (Ex 38, 1King 1): Bronze covered 8' x 8' x 4'h with horns on the 

corners (sometimes held for asylum) and bronze accessories to offer animals 

The Laver (Ex 38): Bronze washbasin for the priest's use at the altar, made from 

the mirrors of the women assigned to service at the Tabernacle entrance 

The Ark of the Covenant (Ex 37): Gold covered chest 4' x 2' x 2'h containing a 

gold jar of manna, Aaron's budding rod and the 10 commandment tablets 

The Mercy Seat (Ex 37): Gold lid of the Ark with 2 gold angel-cherubs, above 

which God's presence would rest 

The Altar of Incense (Ex 37, Rev 8): Gold covered 1' x 1' x 3'h in front of the Ark 

to burn frankincense with prayers 

Lamp Stand/Menorah (Ex 37, Zech 4): 75 lbs of pure gold with 7 lamps to light 

the Tabernacle with pure olive oil often picturing God's Holy Spirit 

The Showbread Table (Ex 37): Gold covered 3' x 1' x 2'h on which freshly baked 

unleavened bread and frankincense was offered to God 

The Golden Rule 

Moses (Lev 19): Love your neighbor as you love yourself 

and also love foreigners among you as yourself 

Jesus (Matt 7): Treat others as you want to be treated for 

this sums up the Law and the prophets. (Luke 6): What 

credit is it to love those who love you? - Love your enemies 

22    God gives Israel 10 commandments plus other laws, as well as His Angel to help them take Canaan land, so 

Moses writes God's revelation in a book and Israel covenants to obey with Aaron and 70 elders of the people. 

Moses gets stone tablets of the Law, plans for the Tabernacle and instructions from Jehovah on Mt Sinai, but then 

finds Aaron 

helping promote 

gold calf idolatry 

when he returns. 

Moses smashes 

the tablets and 

has the Levites 

kill 3,000 of the people. Then Moses gets a second set of tablets which 

he puts in a golden Ark and sets up the Tabernacle (Tent of Meeting) 

where the people can seek God. Jehovah's glory fills the Tabernacle and 

He leads Israel through the wilderness with a pillar of cloud by day and 

of fire by night. Ex 20-40 

 

23    Jehovah gives Moses over 600 

laws at the Tabernacle and has the 

priests consecrated. Jehovah prohibits 

and defines incest, which seems like a 

major innovation for the presumably 

growing genetic burden. God kills the 

priests Nadab and Abihu  for 

sacrilege and then has Aaron's sons 

Eleazar and Ithamar  fill in for them. 

Israel camps in the pattern of a cross 

by the Tabernacle with about 190,000 

on the East, 155,000 each on the 

North and South, and 110,000 on the 

West. The Leviteôs duties are defined and Laws are given on purity and sanctification, a test for marital fidelity, 

the Nazarite vow, the priestly blessing and the Passover. 
Lev 1-27, Num 1-9 
 

24    Moses offers his brother-in-law Hobab a share in 

Israel's blessing and land to serve as a guide for them in 

the wilderness. Jehovah shares some of the Spirit on 

Moses with the 70 elders in order to help Moses, and 

two of them prophesy in the camp. At Kibroth-Hattaavah Jehovah sends 

quail for meat but kills those who are craving malcontents. At Hazeroth 

Mosesô sister Miriam  and Aaron oppose Moses over his Cushite wife so 

Miriam is struck leprous by God for a week. Num 10-12 

 

25    Hoshea is renamed Joshua (Jehovah saves), and is one of 12 sent 

to spy out Canaan. But 10 return fearing its giants and God has to save 

Moses from stoning by the people. So God allows Joshua of Ephraim 

and Caleb of Judah to get in the land but curses Israel to wander for 40 

years, but they defiantly attack Amalek to enter and are defeated. Num 13-14 

 

26    Korah and 250 rebels are swallowed by the earth or else incinerated 

by God and their censors are used as altar plates. God makes Aaron's 

staff bud from among the 12 tribes to reconfirm His choosing of him to be priest. God gives instructions on 

priestly offerings and the water-of-cleansing from the ashes of a red cow. Miriam dies at Kadesh, then Moses and 

Aaron are also denied entry into Canaan for defiantly providing the people water from God out of a rock. Num 13-20 
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The Priestly Blessing (Num 6) 

òJehovah bless you and keep you, Jehovah make His 

face shine on you and be gracious to you, Jehovah 

turn His face toward you and give you peace.ó 

 

27    Edom's army refuses to give Israel passage, then Aaron dies on Mt Hor and 

so Eleazar fills in for him. The Canaanites of Hormah take Israelite prisoners, so 

Jehovah gives their city over to Israel for holy-destruction. Then Jehovah sends 

poisonous snakes to afflict the grumblers in Israel, but also has Moses make a 

Serpent-on-a-pole for their healing. Israel defeats King Sihon at Heshbon and 

settles in the land of the Amorites from the Arnon to the Jabbok river. Israel also 

defeats giant Rephaim King Og of Bashan at Edrei and gets his land and Gilead. 
Num 20-21, Gen 15, Deut 3, 2Kings 18, John 3 
 

28    Fearful King Balak of 

Moab gets Balaam from 

around Haran to try to make 

Jehovah curse Israel. But Jehovah makes Balaam bless Israel instead and curse 

Moab, Edom and Amalek which is the top nation. Balaam uses Midian and 

Moab sex idolatry to seduce Israel but Priest Phinehas ends it and has 24,000 of 

the people killed. Jehovah has Moses and Eleazar commission Joshua to be 

Israel's new leader when Moses dies. Israel is sent under Phinehas to kill Balaam 

and five of the Midianite kings, and to slay their women and boys. Moses lets 

Reuben, Gad and half of Manasseh settle east of the Jordan river in Sihon and 

Og's areas. Each tribe is to give 4 towns from their territories to the Levites in 

Canaan and to set up 6 judicial asylum cities from among them. Num 22-35 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29    The Book of Deuteronomy Moses gives Israel a farewell sermon and instructions on the plains of Moab across 

the Jordan river from Jericho.1-10  Israel is to love Jehovah their God and to be careful to obey His commandments.11   
Israel is to destroy Canaan's idolatry and have only one place of worship where Jehovah will choose.12-16   Israel 

will have a future king but he is not to seek Egyptian arms, many wives or wealth, but instead to seek God's Law.17  

God will bring a future Prophet who must be obeyed like Moses; prophets who fail must be killed.18  Israel is to set up 

stone monuments of God's revelation when they cross the Jordan while Ephraim, Manasseh, Benjamin, Judah, 

Levi, Simeon and Issachar bless Israel from Mt Gerizim as Reuben, Gad, Dan, Asher, Naphtali and Zebulun 

curse Israel from Mt Ebal if  they turn apostate.19-30 Israel renews their covenant, receives a charge, Joshua is made 

their leader, future apostasy is foretold and the Song of Moses is recited to warn Israel. Then Moses is sent to die on Mt 

Nebo.31-32 Moses curses Reuben but blesses the 11 other tribes and Joseph, Levi, Judah and Benjamin the most.33  

Then Moses dies at age 120 and Satan disputes with the Archangel Michael about his body.34 & Jude     Judg 2-3, 2Sam 7, Matt 22, Heb 1 


